
JESUS’ TRANSFIGURATION
Mark 9:1-13

Key Verse: 9:3

‘His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.’

In 9:1 Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God." In today’s passage, Jesus shows his disciples the sneak preview of the kingdom of God and his original, glorious image as the Son of God through his transfiguration. While transfigured, Jesus meets with Moses and Elijah and receives spiritual counseling and encouragement. Let us witness Jesus’ transfiguration so that we may have the glorious image of Jesus in our hearts.
First, Jesus transfigured on a mountain (2-3). Look at verse 2a. “After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone.” Jesus and his disciples were traveling around the northern boundary of Israel near Caesarea Philippi. Here Peter made the confession of faith, “You are the Christ." Afterward, Jesus predicted his suffering, death and resurrection to his disciples for the first time. After six days Jesus arrived at the foot of Mount Hermon. Mount Hermon rose to 9,200 feet above the Mediterranean Sea. It is indeed a high mountain. People ascend to the Empire State Building in order to have a panoramic view of Manhattan in New York City. The Empire State Building rises to 1,050 feet. Thus Mount Hermon was at least 8 times higher than the Empire State Building. Jesus took with him three top disciples: Peter, James and John as the representatives of the twelve disciples to the top of the mountain to pray. 
Look at verse 2b, 3. “There he was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.” Before coming up the mountain, Jesus looked broken-hearted because of the people who were like sheep without a shepherd. Jesus suffered so much to take care of them until he looked pain-stricken. When Jesus healed the sick and preached the king​dom of God, the religious leaders rejected and despised him. They also persecuted him out of jea​lousy. Jesus became a man of sor​rows, familiar with sufferings. In movies, only tall and handsome movie stars with long hair play the role of Jesus. So we naturally imagine that Jesus must have been very handsome. But according to Isaiah 53, he had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. That was the humble and ordinary appearance of Jesus. Before coming up the mountain, Jesus’ clothes must have looked grayish, being rugged and dusty. 
While Jesus was praying, he was transfigured. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. There are many kinds of white such as snow white, cloudy white and off white. But Jesus' clothes became dazzling white (3). Was this because Jesus used very special bleach for his clothes? No. The word "transfigured" means to change the outward so that it matches the inward reality. Jesus' divine nature was veiled in human form. The transfiguration was the unveiling of his divine nature. It displayed the glory of the Son of God. God attests his Sonship with his own voice, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love…”(7) It was a glimpse of the glory, which Jesus had before he came to earth in human form and which will be restored to him. In the light of his majestic glory, the glory of the world appears dim and worthless.  
Later John saw Jesus’ glorious image in more details and said in Rev 1:12-17a. “I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone ‘like a son of man,’ dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.”

While on earth Jesus looked humble outwardly. He became the Son of Man—a suffering servant and shepherd for God’s flock. But the transfigured Jesus was truly glorious. His transfigured appear​ance was an exact picture of the Son of God. Here we learn that Jesus came up the mountain with his three top disciples in order to show them his original heavenly image as God. 
Why did Jesus show his glorious image to his disciples? His crucifixion was approaching and his disciples became sorrowful at the thought of his upcoming suffering and death. Jesus wanted to show them that even though he would die on the cross, it would not be the end. After his death on the cross, he will rise again. He will ascend to heaven and be restored to his original position as the Son of God. Jesus wanted to teach them that suffering and glory are two wheels of a bicycle; suffering and glory are the integral parts of the gospel faith. Jesus wanted his disciples to have the glorious image of the transfigured Jesus in their hearts so that they might have courage to participate in his sufferings for world salvation. 

 
What kind of lasting impact did Jesus’ transfiguration have on his disciples? In the course of witnessing Jesus, Apostle John was imprisoned in a dark cave on the Island of Patmos (Rev 1:9). He could have gnashed his teeth, thi​nking of his godless persecutors. Instead, he saw a glorious vision of Jesus coming again. There he wrote the book of Revelation with his prayer, "Amen. Come Lord Jesus.” (Rev 22:​20) Because he witnessed Jesus' glorious transfiguration, he could live as a faithful wit​ness of Jesus amid sufferings and persecutions.
This glorious transfigured image of Jesus made a lasting impression on Peter' life as well. In 2Pe 1;16b, Peter said, "We were eyewitnesses of his majesty."  At first Peter could not see the inevitable connection between Jesus’ death and his glorious resurrection. Later, however, Peter grasped this whole gospel and encouraged the early Christians in 1 Peter 4:13, “But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.”
This reminds us of Hymn 327, “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face, And the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace.” Each of us may carry many horrible images of this world and people in it in our hearts—especially the images of those who betrayed our trust and love. It is easy for us only to look at the world and the people in it and despair. People try to escape from this terrible reality through drinking, taking drugs, and plunging themselves into an immoral lifestyle. Instead, we must come to Jesus as we are. We must replace all the evil images in our hearts with Jesus’ glorious image. Then we can overcome the world. We can be happy indeed. The worldly glory and fame fade away soon. Only the glory of Jesus remains forever. Let us treasure the dazzling-white glorious image of Jesus in our hearts, participate in Jesus’ sufferings while on earth and join in his glory someday.  

Second, Jesus receives counseling from Moses and Elijah. (4) Jesus was transfigured on the high mountain. Jesus was preparing himself to go down the mountain and face his ultimate mission, dying on the cross as the Lamb of God. He needed encouragement and spiritual counseling. God sent Moses and Elijah to Jesus to have a Mount Hermon Summit Conference with Jesus. Moses represented Law and Elijah, the prophets. They were both suffer​ing servants of God. Though they suffered to serve God’s will and God’s people and died, they did not look like ghosts with bitter hearts and bloodshot eyes. Instead, Moses and Elijah appeared in glorious splendor (Lk 9:31). They were living witnesses of how God rewards his suffering servants with eternal glory in the kingdom of God. By their living examples and words of wisdom, they encouraged Jesus to fulfill the Law and all the prophecies concerning him. In the previous chapter we studied how Satan, through Peter, tried to deter Jesus from obeying God’s will through the way of the cross. But Moses and Elijah counseled Jesus to obey God’s will of world salvation through his suffering and death on the cross. No doubt Jesus must have been strengthened by their encouragement and counseling.  
Here we learn the importance of seeking spiritual counseling. There is a saying, “Bitter medicine is good for health.”  Likewise, spiritual counseling may not be easy to carry out.  For example, God’s servants’ counseling to Jesus was to “Suffer and die, and join us in glorious splendor.” It sounds hard but life-giving. On the other hand, usually Satan’s counseling sounds sweet.  Satan counsels us to “Take it easy! Have fun when you are young.” Such advice is sweet but poisonous. Therefore, we must pray and seek spiritual counseling so that we may obey God, not Satan. 
Third, “Listen to him.” (5-13) Peter witnessed Jesus’ transfiguration and conference of Jesus, Moses and Elijah on the mountain. What was Peter’s response? Look at verse 5. “Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here.  Let us put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’"  The Bible says that Peter did not know what he was talking about. (6) Peter did not want to go down the mountain to the real world where suffering, death, homework, quizzes, midterm exams and final exams were waiting for him. Peter revealed his inner desire to live a life of ease and glory without suffering. We like what Peter suggested: “It is good for us to be here.” It will be good for us if we can get a college diploma without studying. It will be good for us if we can lead many people to Jesus without suffering rejection and discouragement or sacrificing our precious time. These things are nothing but our wishful thinking. In fact, there is no royal road in learning. There is no royal road in doing the work of God. We must listen to Jesus and follow him through the way of the cross.




Look at verse 7. “Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: ‘This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!’” God's message to Peter was, "Listen to him." Later Peter was changed but at that time Peter was like people who were ever hearing, but never understanding. (Isaiah 6:9) Jesus spoke with God’s final authority. This tells us how important it is to accept Jesus' teach​ings personally, especially his teachings about his sufferings, death and resurrection. 

Suddenly when they looked around they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. (8). This verse figuratively tells us that in the end no one remains with us but Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. (9) This time they did not blush Jesus’ word away. They began to listen to Jesus more carefully. They discussed among themselves what "rising from the dead" meant. They also asked a question to Jesus, “Why do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?" (11) In verses 12 and 13, Jesus replied, "To be sure, Elijah does come first, and restores all things. Why then is it written that the Son of Man must suffer much and be rejected?"  Here Jesus taught his disciples that the word of God about Elijah was fulfilled in John the Baptist and that the word of God concerning him would also be fulfilled through his death and resurrection.

Just as the disciples took time to understand Jesus’ teaching about his sufferings, death and resurrection, embracing Jesus’ teaching about his suffering, death and resurrection takes time. Let us listen to Jesus again and again until we embrace it from our hearts. Let us keep Jesus’ glorious image as the Son of God in our hearts so that we may be willing to follow Jesus through the way of the cross. 
