GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISE

Genesis 20:1-21:34
Key Verse: 21:1

1. After the holocaust at Sodom, where did Abraham go? Why might he have been fearful? Who was Abimelech? How did Abraham lie to him? Why? (2,8-13) When had Abraham previously done something like this?


2. How did God rebuke Abimelech? What was his response? How had Abraham misjudged him? How did they resolve the matter? What made Abraham revert to this old bad habit?


3. Read 21:1-7. How does the writer emphasize God’s faithfulness to keep his promises? How did the birth of Isaac affect Abraham and Sarah? Why did Abraham circumcise his son?


4. Read 21:8-13. How might Ishmael have felt about the baby Isaac? What did Sarah tell Abraham? How did Abraham react? Why? What was God’s direction and promise? Abraham’s decision? Why was this necessary?


5. Read 21:14-20. How did God show his love for Abraham? What did Hagar learn about God? 


6. Read 21:22-34. Why did Abimelech come to Abraham? How is this second encounter with Abimelech different from the first? How can we account for the change in Abraham?
GOD TESTS ABRAHAM


Genesis 22:1-19
Key Verse: 22:18

1. Read verses 1-2. How did God call Abraham? Why? What does Abraham’s response show about his attitude toward God? What did God ask Abraham to do? Why?

2. Read verses 3-5. How and when did Abraham respond to God's command? Why did he not tell the servants or Isaac what he intended to do? What do Abraham’s actions show about his faith in God?

3. Read verses 6-8. What did Abraham and Isaac carry up the mountain? What did Isaac ask? What does this show about him? In what way was Abraham’s answer prophetic? How did he plant faith in Isaac?

4. Read verses 9-12. How did Abraham’s actions show his obedience? What did the angel of the Lord call out from heaven? What does it mean to "fear God"?

5. Read verses 13-14. How did the Lord provide? What did he call that place and why? What lesson of faith did Abraham and Isaac learn through this event?

6. Read verses 15-19. What does it mean that the Lord swore by himself? (Heb 6:13-17; Isa 45:23) In what respects was God’s blessing similar to and how was it different from the earlier covenant promises? (12:2,3,7; 13:15-16; 15:3,4,7; 18:18)
GOD ESTABLISHES ISAAC'S HOME


Genesis (23) 24:1-67
Key verse 24:58

1. Read chapter 23. What can you learn here about Abraham's life in the promised land? (Acts 7:5) How were the realities different from the promises he believed? What can you learn from his faith?

2. Read 24:1-4. What mission did Abraham give his chief servant? Why his chief servant? Where did he send him? Why? Why didn’t Abraham didn't want Isaac to marry a Canaanite?

3. Read 24:5-9. What problem did the servant immediately foresee? Why did Abraham refuse to let Isaac go back to Haran? How would God help him accomplish the mission? How did the servant indicate his acceptance of the mission?

4. Read 24:10-11. Why did the servant make such extensive preparation? Where did he go? Why did he wait by the well? Read verses 12-14. How did he address God? What does this show about him? What was his prayer topic? What kind of woman was he seeking?

5. Read 24:15-21. Who did God send in answer to his prayer? When he asked her for a drink of water, what did she do? Why did he watch without saying a word? Read verses 22-27. How did the servant confirm Rebekah as the right woman? What did he do then?

6. Read 24:28-54. How did the servant show his commitment to his mission? How did he describe Isaac and how did he emphasize God’s leading? What was his conclusion? How did Rebekah’s father and brother respond? What was the servant’s next step (52-53)?

7. Read 24:55-67. Why did the servant insist on leaving immediately? What was Rebekah’s decision? On what basis could she make such a decision? How was her faith like Abraham's?. Describe the meeting of Isaac and Rebekah.
ISAAC'S AND REBEKAH'S FAMILY


Genesis 25:1-34
Key Verse: 25:23

1 Read 25:1-18. Describe Abraham’s final years, including his death. How did he protect Isaac’s inheritance. What is the account of Ishmael (12-18 )? How did God keep his promise regarding Ishmael? 

2. What is the account of Isaac (19)? Read verses 19-21. What was the problem in Isaac's family? How was Isaac’s way of dealing with this problem different from the way Abraham had dealt with a similar problem? How long did they wait for children (26b)?

3. Read verses 22-23. What was the discomfort Rebekah experienced during her pregnancy? What did she do? What was God's revelation to her? What did this revelation mean practically to Jacob and Esau?

4. What can you learn from the faith and prayer lives of Isaac and Rebekah?

5. Read verses 24-26. How were Jacob and Esau different from one another at birth? Read verses 27-28. How were they different as they grew up? Why did Isaac and Rebekah differ in their view of the boys? 

6. Read verses 29-34. What was the birthright? Why did Jacob want it? How did he get it? What does it mean that Esau despised his birthright? (See Heb 12:16. Compare Ge 27:36; 28:6-9) In what respect is Jacob more fitted to be the covenant son than Esau?
GOD BLESSES ISAAC'S FAMILY


Genesis 26:1-35 
Key Verse: 26:3a

1. Read 26:1-6. When another famine arose in the land, where did Isaac go? Where did he evidently plan to go? Why? What command and promise did God give Isaac? Of what larger promise did he remind him? What did Isaac do? What does this show about his faith?

2. Read verses 7-11. Why might he have been afraid of the Philistines? What reveals his fear? (7-8) How was his lie exposed? How was the unseen hand of God protecting Isaac from his own foolishness? What does the resolution of this problem show about Abimelech?

3. Read verses 12-16. How did God bless Isaac? How did God's abundant blessing affect Isaac's relations with his Philistine neighbors? How did they harass him in Gerar? 

4. Read verses 17-21. Why did Isaac move out of the city into the valley Gerar? (16) How did he survive in the valley? How did the Philistine herdsmen continue to harass him? How did he deal with them? How does his well-digging life reveal his faith and God’s blessing?

5. Read verses 22-25. Why did he name his well "Rehoboth"? What happened at Beersheba? Why did he need this meeting with the Lord? How did Isaac respond to God's words of promise? What does this show about him?

6. Read verses 26-35, Why had Abimelech’s attitude toward Isaac changed? When Abimelech came to see Isaac again, what change can we see in Abimelech? What did Isaac ask him and how did he respond? How can we account for this change? 
GOD MEETS JACOB AT BETHEL


Genesis 27:1-28:22
Key Verse: 28:20

1. Read 27:1-4. Why did Isaac think he would die soon? (See 35:28,29.) What did he want to do before he died? What were his instructions to Esau? Read verses 5-10. What did Rebekah tell Jacob to do? Why? 

2. Read 27:11-17. Why was Jacob afraid? How did Rebekah help him? What did she risk (13)? Why did she think this was so important? What was her greatness? How did God use her?

3. Read 27:18-29. Why did Jacob think that the blessing belonged to him? (25:32-34) How did Jacob deceive his father? What was the blessing Isaac gave Jacob?

4. Read 27:30-46. What was Esau’s reaction when he learned that his father had blessed Jacob? What blessing did he receive? Why was he angry? What did he resolve to do? Why and how did Rebekah persuade Isaac to send Jacob to Paddan Aram? How did she suffer?

5. Read 28:1-9. What instructions did Isaac give Jacob? What blessing did he give him? What do Esau’s actions show about him?

6. Read 28:10-17. Think about Jacob’s situation. How did God reveal himself to Jacob? What did God promise? What was Jacob’s response? Read 28:18-22. What did Jacob do the next morning? Why? What did he promise (vow to) God? Why was this important in his life? 
THE GOD OF PADDAN ARAM
(Jacob Builds His Family)


Genesis 29:1-30:24
Key Verse 29:35a

1. Read 29:1-13. Describe Jacob's meeting with Rachel. Why was he so moved when he met her? Read 29:14-20. What wages did he and Laban agree on? How did Jacob carry out his part of the bargain? What do these events tell us about Jacob’s character?

2. Read 29:21-30. How did Laban trick Jacob on his wedding night? What excuse did he make? What did they do? What does this show about Jacob? How did Jacob’s life suddenly become very complicated?

3. Read 29:31-35. How did God show his love to Leah? What was the meaning of the names of each of her first three sons? What did she want? How did Judah’s name show her change of heart? 

4. Read 30:1-8. Why was Rachel not satisfied with her husband’s love? What did she want? Why and how did Jacob rebuke her? What did do to solve her problem? What do the names of the sons born by her maidservant show about her inner life?

5. Read 30:9-13. What did Leah name the sons borne by her maidservant? What do these names show about her inner life? Read 30:14-21. How did she come to have 2 more sons? What were their names? In what way had her desires changed? How was she honored?

6. Read 30:22-24. When Rachel finally had a son, what did she name him? What does this show about her? When did she have another son? What were the consequence? (35:16-18) How did God use the struggles of Jacob and his wives to accomplish his own purpose?
THE GOD OF PADDAN ARAM (II)
(Jacob Builds His Wealth)


Genesis 30:25-31:55
Key Verse: 31:13

1. Read 30:25-30. What did Jacob tell Laban? Why was it time for a new contract? (30b) Why did Laban want Jacob to remain? Read 30:31-36. What were the terms of the new contract? How did Laban try to take advantage of Jacob?

2. Read 30:37-43. Describe Jacob’s efforts to improve the quality of his stock and increase the number of flocks and herds. Read 31:4-12. What do Jacob's words tell us about Laban's treachery and about how Jacob became wealthy in spite of this?

3. Read 31:38-42. What do Jacob's words to Laban tell us about his life as a servant in Laban's house? What does this life tell us about the man Jacob?

4. Read 31:1-3 & 13-16. Why did Jacob decide to leave Paddan Aram? What was the importance of his vow at Bethel in his life? Why was it necessary that he return?

5. Read 31:14-21. How did Jacob attempt to deceive Laban? Why? What did Rachel do and why? Read 31:22-37. How did God protect Jacob?

6. Read 31:43-55. Describe the parting of Jacob and Laban. Why would it be difficult for Jacob ever to return to Paddan Aram? What do the events of Paddan Aram reveal about Jacob? About God?
JACOB WRESTLES WITH GOD


Genesis 32:1-33:11 
Key Verse: 32:28

7. Read 32:1-8. How did God reveal his protection? Why might Jacob need protection? How did Jacob make initial contact with Esau? What was the messengers’ report? How did Jacob interpret the report? How did he calculate and prepare for Esau?

2. Read 32:9-12. In his prayer how did Jacob address God? What did he remember about God’s promises and God’s grace? What was his one main prayer request? What does this prayer show about his faith? 

3. Read 32:13-21. After praying, what did Jacob do? What instructions did he give his servants? Why? What does this reveal about Jacob? 

4. Read 32:22-26. What did Jacob get up in the middle of the night to do? Why? Describe the wrestling match. What was the outcome? How was Jacob injured? What blessing did he want? Who was struggling with Jacob? 

5. Read 32:27-32. What blessing did God give Jacob? What is the meaning of the changed name? What did Jacob name this place? Why?

6. Read 33:1-11. Describe the meeting of Esau and Jacob. In what respect was this meeting anti-climactic ? How had God answered Jacob's prayer? Why did Jacob say that seeing Esau's face was like "seeing the face of God"?
JACOB RETURNS TO BETHEL


Genesis 33:12-35 (46,47,48,49)
Key verse 35:3

1. Read 33:12-20.What did Esau propose? Why did Jacob refuse? Where did he go ? How did he establish himself there? (17-20) Why might he want to settle down there near Shechem? Why could this not be what God wanted? (31:13; 28:20-22) 

2. Describe the event that forced Jacob to leave Shechem. (34:1-31) Read 34:30-31and 49:5-7. How did Simeon and Levi displease Jacob? What does Jacob's attitude at this time show about his change of character?

3. Read 35:1-5. What did God tell Jacob to do? Why? (28:13-15,20-22; 31:13) How did Jacob prepare himself and his family to meet God at Bethel? Why did not one pursue hm?

4. Read 35:6-15. What did Jacob do when he arrived at Bethel? Why? Why did he name the place El Bethel? What did God say to Jacob? When had God said these things before? (32:28; 28:13,14)

5. What did Jacob do to show his love for God and his faith in God’s promises? (35:13-15) Read 35:8,16-29. What were the human joys and sorrows which Jacob experienced during these times? Learn the names of Jacob’s sons.

6. After Joseph was lost and found 20 years later, Jacob went to Egypt. Read 46:1-7,26,27. What was God’s purpose in sending Jacob’s family to Egypt? Read 47:7-10. What does Jacob's meeting with Pharaoh tell us about his faith and life?

7. Read 48:11-16. What does this blessing on Joseph’s sons show about Jacob’ life and faith? Read 47:27-31; 49:28-33. What can we learn about Jacob and the God of Jacob from Jacob’s final days. (Heb 11:9,10,21)
GOD WAS WITH JOSEPH


Genesis 37-39
Key Verse 39:2

1. Read 37:1-11.Why did Joseph's brothers hate him? What was his home atmosphere probably like? How did God reveal to Joseph a larger purpose for his life? How was Joseph’s inner life different from that of his brothers? 

2. Read 37:12-17. What errand did Jacob give Joseph? How did Joseph carry out the mission his father gave him? What does this show about him?

3. Read 37:18-36. How did Joseph's brothers come to sell him to Midianite traders going to Egypt? What were the roles of Judah and Reuben in this crime? How did they explain to their father, and how did this affect his life? What happened to Joseph? (Ps 105:17,18)

4. Read 38:1-30. Why did Judah leave home? Describe his family life among the Canaanites. Who was Tamar? Why did Judah say, "She is more righteous than I..." (26) How does God use her to bring Judah back into the covenant history? (See also Mt: 1:2,3

5. Read 39:1-10. How did Joseph rise to power in Potiphar's house? What did he have to overcome? Why and how did Potiphar's wife try to seduce Joseph? What did he tell her?

6. Read 39:11-20a. What happened one day? What happened to Joseph because of her lies? Read 39:20b-23. What happened to Joseph in prison? What difference did it make that "God was with Joseph"?
GOD REVEALS HIS SOVEREIGN WILL


Genesis 40-41
Key verse: 41:51,52

1. Read 40:1-8. What was Joseph's situation when he met the king's cupbearer and baker? What was their situation? How did Joseph show a shepherd's concern for them? How could he help them? What did he teach them about God?

2. Read 40:9-22. What was the cupbearer's dream? How did Joseph interpret it? How was the baker’s dream similar to the cupbearer’s? How did Joseph show himself to be an honest and fearless teacher of God’s revelation? How were the two dreams fulfilled? 

3. Read 41:1-13. What request had Joseph made of the cupbearer? Why? What was the strange dream that Pharaoh had? When did the cupbearer remember Joseph? (40:14,23; 40:9) What did he tell Pharaoh about Joseph?

4. Read 41:14-42. How did Joseph prepare to go to Pharaoh? What were Joseph’s first words to Pharaoh? What does this show about him? What did Joseph teach Pharaoh about God's sovereign control of nature and history? What did the dreams mean? (17-32)

5. Read 41:33-40. How did Joseph counsel Pharaoh? Why was he not afraid of offending Pharaoh? How does this show his shepherd mind for Pharaoh and Egypt? Why did Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of his palace and in charge of Egypt?

6. Read 41:41-49. What did Joseph do after being make prime minister of Egypt? How old was he? How did Pharaoh honor him and provide for him? How did Joseph use his privileges? What does this show about his faith?

7. Read 41:50-57. What did Joseph name his sons? What does this reveal about his faith? How did God reveal his sovereignty over Egypt and the world? How did he use Joseph to save many lives? 
JOSEPH'S BROTHERS REPENT


Genesis 42-44 
Key verse: 44:33

1. Read 42:1-5. Why did Jacob send 10 of his sons to Egypt? (1-5) How urgent was their problem in Canaan? Why did he not send Benjamin? 

2. Read 42:6-17. Describe the initial meeting of Joseph with his brothers. Why did Joseph remember his dreams? What did he find out about his family by accusing them of being spies? How did he first propose to test them?

3. Read 42:18-24. Which brother did Joseph keep as a hostage? What did he tell the others to do to prove their sincerity? When the brothers talked among themselves, what did they reveal about their burden of guilt? How did their confession affect Joseph?

4. Read 42:25-38. What additional anxiety did Joseph give his brothers? When they discovered money in one grain sack, what was their reaction? Why? What did they report to their father? What did they discover? What reveals the sorrow and fatalism in Jacob's heart?

5. Read 43:1-14. Why did Jacob finally send Benjamin? Read 43:15-34. How were they received? Why were they so frightened? Describe their meeting with Joseph? What puzzled them about the banquet?

6. Read 44:1-13. How did Joseph test them? What does the brothers’ reaction show about their changed hearts? Read 44:14-33. What offer did Joseph make? What was Judah’s plea? How has he been changed? How did God use Joseph to bring his brothers to repentance?
JOSEPH'S FAITH AND STEWARDSHIP


Genesis 45:1-50:26 
(45:1-26; 46:26-47:27; 50:15-26)
Key Verse: 50:20

1. Read 45:1-8. When and how did Joseph reveal himself to his brothers? How did they react? How did Joseph view his life? Why had God sent him to Egypt? How did his mission make him great? (8) What can we learn about God? 

2. Read 45:9-26. How did Joseph save his father and brothers physically? Spiritually? 

3. Read 46:26-34. How many of Jacob’s family came to Egypt? Describe Joseph’s meeting with his father? How did he provide a place for his family to live and grow in Egypt? (47:1-12)

4. Read 47:13-26. How did Joseph deal with the people of Egypt who were starving because of the famine? How did the people respond to this treatment? Why? (25) How did Joseph show his loyalty to Pharaoh? What does this reveal about Joseph? 

5. Read 50:15-26. Why did Joseph's brothers become fearful after Jacob's death? How did they reveal their repentance?

6. What did Joseph teach them? What can we learn about Joseph's faith? (50:19-21) What hope did Joseph plant in his family? (22-26) Joseph is not in Jesus' genealogy. In what way does he point to Jesus?
