JESUS CHOOSES THE TWELVE APOSTLES

Luke 6:12-26

Key Verse: 6:13

“When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles....”


In the previous passage, Jesus healed a man with a shriveled hand on the Sabbath. The Pharisees were the religious leaders. They were supposed to be shepherds of God’s flock. But they were evil: they were willing to use this pitiful man as bait to see if Jesus would heal on the Sabbath. They were not interested in saving this man’s life. When Jesus healed the man, they were furious and began to discuss with one another what they might do to Jesus. (11) It was the time for Jesus to raise a new group of people who emulate Jesus himself. In fact, he jumpstarted calling his disciples one by one from the very beginning of his ministry. In Chapter 5, we learned how Jesus called Simon the fisherman as one of his disciples. We also learned how Jesus called Matthew the tax collector to follow him. Today we learn how Jesus chose the twelve disciples to be his apostles. Let us learn about Jesus’ great hope for his twelve disciples. Let us learn what kind of inner attitudes we must have as Jesus’ disciples through the first part of the Sermon on the Mount.
First, Jesus prayed (12). Look at verse 12. “One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God.” It seems that there were two reasons why Jesus prayed one of those days. One reason might be that Jesus wanted to unburden the burden of his heart to God. When people feel burdened, they do all kinds of things. Some blame others, society or time. Others play video games, sports or get drunk. Still others eat a lot, sleep or watch movies endlessly. Some people fall into depression, locking themselves in their own prison of despair. What do you do when you feel overly burdened or tired? What did Jesus do? Jesus came to God in prayer. He had a one-to-one meeting with God in a quiet place. In this way, he cast all his burdens on God. 1 Peter 5:7 says, “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” Phillippians 4:6 says, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” When we read Psalms written by King David, often they begin with all kinds of complaining notes. But toward the end, David praises God, saying, “I will sing to the Lord for he has been good to me.” He unburdened the sorrow of his heart to God in prayer until God turned his heart around to acknowledge and confess, “God is good.” I know that you carry all kinds of burdens in your heart. Let us come to God in prayer as Jesus and King David did.
Next Jesus came to God in prayer to seek God’s wisdom. Jesus tried to help the Pharisee repent their evil deeds. But they were too proud to repent of their sins before God. Their hearts were like old wineskins. But Jesus did not give up doing the work of God. After all-night prayer Jesus chose the twelve disciples. Look at verse 13. “When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles:” Therefore, choosing the twelve disciples was not just Jesus’ human idea but God’s wisdom. God sent Jesus to this world to fulfill God’s will for world salvation. Jesus fulfilled this objective through raising dedicated and committed disciples. May God raise each of us as one of Jesus’ disciples for this generation. May God bless us to engage in Jesus’ discipleship ministry. 
Second, Jesus designated the twelve as apostles (14-16). Who are Jesus’ twelve disciples? Look at verses 14-16. As Christians, we must know their names by heart. It becomes easier for us to remember their names when we know that they were divided in three circles. To the first circle belonged Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John. To the second circle belonged Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas. To the third circle belonged James son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot. 

Let us see what kind of people Jesus chose as his disciples. The first four disciples were Galilean fishermen. Simon Peter was the top disciple. As we studied in chapter 5, he was diligent and hardworking. Though he worked hard all night, he could not catch any fish. Jesus told him to put out into deep water and let down his nets for a catch. Simon answered, “Because you say so, I will let down the nets.” He was humble enough to listen to Jesus’ words and obey them. He had a never-giving-up spirit. Jesus blessed him to experience a great catch of fish—a great success. Jesus also gave him a great hope to become a fisher of men. Peter failed as a disciple of Jesus by denying Jesus three times. Peter talked big but could not back it up. But Jesus restored him from his failures again and again. Jesus loved him with his unconditional love and raised him up as the shepherd of God’s flock (John 21). 

Andrew was good at bringing people to Jesus. He is the one who brought his brother Simon to Jesus. When Jesus wanted to feed five thousand people in a remote place, he brought a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish to Jesus. He asked Jesus, “How far will they go among so many?” He might not have been good at math, but he was a man of possibility, faith and shepherd heart. (John 6:8,9). 

James and John were men of short temper and competitive spirit.  Once Jesus and his disciples wanted to enter a Samaritan village, but the people there did not welcome them. When James and John saw this, they asked, "Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?" But Jesus turned and rebuked them. (Luke 9:54,55) They were politically ambitious. They competed against Peter for the top disciples’ position. One day their mother came to Jesus with her two sons and asked a favor of him: "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom." (Matthew 20:20-24)  Jesus asked them, “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?” “We can,” they answered. Later, James became the first martyr (Acts 12:2); John was changed into an apostle of love (1John 4:7-12).  

To the second circle belonged Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas. Philip was a man of calculation and reasonable thinking. He wanted to be a great man and do many great things. But when he sat down and calculated this and that, nothing was possible. His answer was always, “Impossible!” (John 6:7). But later he was changed in Jesus. His life key verse might have been: “What is impossible with men is possible with God!”  Bartholomew’s other name is Nathanael. He was a man of quiet meditation (John 1:48). We don’t know much about him but he was always there. Matthew was a selfish tax collector (Mark 2:14). When Jesus called him to follow Jesus, he left everything and followed Jesus. Later using his talent of collecting and recording, he collected Jesus’ words and acts and recorded Matthew’s gospel. Thomas was a man of doubt (John 20:24-29). But later, Thomas became a missionary to India. 

To the third circle belonged James son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, Judas the son of James and Judas Iscariot. The first two are unknown. In order to distinguish James son of Alphaeus from James the brother of John, people called him James the Younger. Simon the Zealot was a member of a Jewish underground militia against the Roman government. He must have struggled hard to accept and love Matthew the former tax collector who was considered a traitor. Judas Iscariot was to betray Jesus for money. He ended up committing suicide (Matthew 27:5).

We wonder why Jesus chose the twelve, not one or two or twenty or a hundred. Here the number twelve reminds us of the twelve tribes of Israel. Jesus chose the twelve disciples as pillars of the new Israel, that is, the Christian church. The twelve disciples are representatives of twelve kinds of different people. Jesus called twelve different kinds of people in the hope to shepherd all peoples of all nations. When we carefully observe them, we see that each of them had his unique character. They were all different. We understand and shepherd our own kind of people well. But we do not understand other kinds of people. For example, Peter cannot be a good shepherd to Bartholomew-like people. Jesus wanted to save all the Peter-kind of people through Peter. Jesus wanted to save all the Bartholomew-kind of people through Bartholomew. 

Jesus wanted to teach them that the work of God is not a one-man show. The work of God needs twelve different kinds of people. The Biblical concept of the church is one body with many different parts (1Corithians 12:12-31). We need to have unity in diversity. Like Jesus’ twelve disciples, we are different from one another. We must respect others’ different characters as their unique virtues. In doing the work of God, we need Jesus and we need one another. Let us turn to each other and say, “We need Jesus. I need you, too.” When we form one body among all kinds of people, we can fulfill God’s vision to evangelize the whole world with the gospel of Jesus (Acts 1:14). 

In conclusion, we learn that Jesus called very ordinary and humble people to be his disciples. None of them were famous or outstanding in anyway. But their greatest virtue was their humble learning minds. Because of their humble learning minds they could learn of Jesus and become good shepherds like Jesus. Another great virtue that they had was their faithfulness in following Jesus. Rain or shine or in good times or in bad times, they were together with Jesus. From the beginning they committed their lives to Jesus. After calling them, Jesus designated them as apostles, that is, spiritual leaders and shepherds. Academic training is based on accumulation of knowledge. But Jesus’ discipleship training requires transformation. Here, we can see Jesus' great hope. As a potter transforms ordinary clay into beautiful and useful pots, Jesus had the hope to transform his ordinary disciples into great spiritual leaders for the world. In the same way, Jesus has great hope to transform each of us as his apostle through discipleship training. We cannot change ourselves. But Jesus can. He will transform us and raise us as spiritual leaders for our generation if we learn of him humbly, committing our lives to him.
Third, the basic attitudes as Jesus’ disciples. (17-26) After calling his twelve disciples, Jesus teaches his disciples the basic attitudes they must have as his disciples. This teaching is called “The Sermon on the Mount.” Here In verses 20b-23, Jesus repeatedly said, "Blessed." "Bless​ed" means "blessed by God." It also means "truly happy." Then who are the blessed? Look at verse 20b. "Bless​ed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God." Matthew 5:3 also says, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the king​dom of heaven." Here,​ "the poor" means spiritually humble people who listen to God's words and obey them. Proud people stop growing because they cannot learn anything new even from the Bible. But humble people can learn and grow endlessly. Therefore, to be hum​ble is the first step in becom​ing a disciple of Jesus.



Look at verse 21. "Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied." Here the hungry are those who are hungry for the word of God. Earnest desire for sincere Bible study is one of the attitudes of Jesus' disciples. Look at verse 21b. "Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh." Here "those who are weep" are those who repent of their sins with tears or weep for the salvation of others. They also cry many tears in the course of gro​wing up spiritually and in the course of doing God's work. In the end, they will rejoice together with our Lord Jesus Christ. Look at verse 22. "Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man." At the time of suffering or persecution, we must rejoice and leap for joy because our reward in heaven is great. (23) 


Look at verses 24-26. These people are basically selfish people with a short-term perspective. They go after their own comfort and live for their own glory, stealing God’s glory. Woes were pronounced on them because they received their temporary reward in this world and have no eternal reward in the kingdom of God. It is easy for us to envy them. Instead, we must pray for them to let go their temporary things and seek God’s kingdom. 

Today we learned that Jesus called the twelve disciples with great hope to raise them up as apostles, that is, spiritual leaders and shepherds of God’s flock. Among the Twelve, do you find any who may have some similarity with you? Are you like Simon Peter or Andrew or Philip or Bartholomew, just to name a few? May God help us learn of Jesus with spiritual hunger, thirst and life-long commitment. May God transform us as spiritual leaders for this generation through Jesus’ discipleship training. 

