LOVE YOUR ENEMIESPRIVATE 

Luke 6:27-49

Key Verse 6:27,28

"But I tell you who hear me: Love your ene​mies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.”



Jesus chose his twelve disciples and taught them how they must live as his disciples. In this passage, Jesus teaches them how to love their enemies (27-36), how to become men of good influence (37-45) and how to become wise builders of their lives (46-49). What Jesus taught us is quite revolutionary, contrary to what our sinful nature directs us to do. Therefore, it is not easy to obey Jesus’ teachings. But when we obey them, Jesus will revolutionize our lives. May God grant us humble and obedient hearts to listen to Jesus and put his words into practice. 

First, love your enemies. (27-36) Look at verses 27,28. "But I tell you who hear me: Love your ene​mies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” Wow! Our common sense tells us that we should love those who love us and hate those who hate us. Some people hate even those who love them dearly and pay their love with all kinds of evil words and actions. Love your enemies! Who are our enemies, how and why should we love them? Ultimately the Devil is our enemy, but Jesus did not mean that we should love the Devil.


According to verses 27,28, our enemies are whoever hates us, curses us and mistreats us. Natural responses to them are to hate them, curse them and mistreat them if possible. Our sense of moral justice dictates us to pay it back and get even with them. In this way, once an enemy, always an enemy. Wherever we go, we can make friends or enemies. It is good to make friends. It is not safe to make many enemies. But there is an enemy mentality. This refers to people’s sinful tendency to make enemies wherever they go. They consider whoever disagrees with them, causes them to suffer distress and makes them angry their enemies. We ourselves may fall into this enemy mentality until we think that we are surrounded by enemies and that we are but lonesome victims in this ferocious jungle of human beings. These people say, “I hate you. I hate everybody and everybody hates me.” 


What should we do with our enemies? What does Jesus teach us to do? Look at verse 27a again. "But I tell you who hear me: Love your ene​mies.” Why does Jesus tell us to love our enemies? When we hate those who hate us, we create an unending vicious cycle of hatred because hatred generates hatred. But love generates love. Love puts an end to the vicious cycle of hatred and turns it around to the life-giving cycle of love. Jesus wants us to overcome evil with good and hatred with love, blessing and prayer.  



In verses 29-31, Jesus gives us practical examples on how to love our enemies. Let’s read verses 29-31. “If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cl​oak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. Give to eve​ryone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you."​ 



Old Testament Joseph’s life is a good example of this. When Joseph was young, he was the favorite son of his father Jacob. His 10 older brothers hated him out of jealousy and devised a scheme to get rid of him by selling him into slavery. What they did to Joseph was treacherous and unforgivable. Such a painful experience could have driven Joseph to severe depression or hatred or longing for revenge. At that time of being sold as a slave to Egypt, Joseph could not see what God had in store for him. But God was with Joseph and changed him from a spoiled son of his father into a mature and responsible steward of Egypt and the world. Later he understood God’s sovereign plan and good purpose upon his life, realizing that it was not his brothers but God who brought him to Egypt. Humanly speaking, it was impossible for Joseph to forgive his brothers and love them. Joseph could have his revenge on his brothers. But in God he was able to forgive his treacherous brothers, love them and even provide for them and their family members. He told them in Genesis 50:20, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.” Joseph’s love toward his brothers mended their broken relationship with one another and restored them as the twelve pillars of the nation Israel. 

In the famous novel by Victor Hugo, “Les Miserables,” Jean Valjean steals a loaf of bread from a local baker. He was caught and imprisoned for five years in the Toulon prison. He attempted to escape four times, each time his sentence was lengthened by three years; he also received an extra two years for once resisting recapture. Finally, for a crime of stealing a loaf of bread, he served nineteen years in prison. This kind of harsh punishment only hardened his heart. On the night Jean Valjean was released from the Toulong prison, news spread to the nearby villages and everybody locked their houses tightly. As he strolled to a village, he heard that there was a priest who keeps his house door always open and welcomes anybody to his home. When Jean Valjean knocked at the door of the priest, the priest welcomed him, dined with him on the same table and allowed him to spend the night at his house. After supper, Jean Valjean noticed where the expensive silverwares were kept. In the middle of the night, he got up, stole the priest’s silverwares and ran away. Unfortunately he was caught by a policeman and brought back to the priest. This priest could have accused Jean Valjean for repaying his kindness with evil. Instead, the priest told the policeman that he had given Jean Valjean that silverware as a gift and that Jean Valjean had forgotten to take his silver candlesticks. At this, the hardened heart of Jean Valjean melted. He broke down into tears and made a vow to God that he would be merciful to others who were in need just as the priest was merciful to him. The severe justice system of France only hardened Jean Valjean’s heart but this priest’s act of kindness and love melted Jean Valjean’s hardened heart and changed him to be a man of love and mercy.


Why do we need to show this kind of extraordinary love to our enemies? Look at verses 32-36. If we love those who love us, we receive no credit from God. We must do better than that. In verse 35a, Jesus repeated what he said in verses 27-28, saying, “But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back.” Jesus was very serious about teaching us to love our enemies. How then can we love our enemies? In order to love our enemies, we must know God’s love toward us. Romans 5:10 says, “For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!” Once we were God’s enemies. But God loved us. Once we hated God and cursed the name of Jesus Christ. But God has been good to us. God has blessed us beyond what we deserve. Jesus prayed for us on the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” (Lk 23:34)  We are debtors to God’s love and his saving grace. We have no right to hate our enemies. We have only a divine obligation to love our enemies, bless them, pray for them and give them what they need. 

Here we learn that the problem is not in our enemies but in the lack of God’s love in our hearts. When we think of our enemies who do not deserve all these acts of kindness and love, we cannot love them or be kind to them. But when we think of God’s kindness and love toward undeserving sinners and enemies like us, God’s love comes into our hearts and overflows until we can love even our enemies. When we love our enemies, Christ is in us and we are in Christ. When we love our enemies, we can put an end to the work of the Devil and create a new history and a utopia where God’s love shines, overcomes the Devil’s hatred and makes everybody truly happy and satisfied. When we love our enemies, we will receive an excellent credit of ‘A’ from God and be called children of the Most High God. If we don’t love our enemies and show them no mercy, God will treat us as he treated the unmerciful servant (Mt 18:32-35).

Second, grow as men and women of good influence (37-45). Look at verses 37. "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not con​demn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven." We cannot change others by judging them or condemning them as unforgivable sinners. Instead, we must forgive their faults as our Father forgave us of our sins. We must show them a good example to follow, just as the priest showed Jean Valjean a good example. We must give good influence to them. Look at verse 38. "Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measur​ed to you." Giving our time or money to others may be necessary, but most of all, we must give good influence to others.


How then can we give good influence to others? In order to be men of good influence, one must grow mature through spiritual training. Look at verses 39-42. "He also told them this parable: 'Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A student is not above his teacher, but every​one who is fully trained will be like his teacher." No one likes training because no training is pleasant at the time, but painful. But later on, it bears fruit of righteousness and peace to those who are trained by it. Look at verses 43-45. "No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn​bushes, or grapes from briers. The good man brin​gs good things out of the good stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks." Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. Claiming oneself to be great does not make the person great. We must show ourselves to be truly great by bearing good fruits with our lives. Let us grow in Jesus through spiritual discipline until we can bear good fruit and give good influence to others.
Third, be a wise builder. Look at verses 46-48.  "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord' and do not do what say? I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built.” Man is like a house builder. The most important portion of the house is not how many bedrooms or bathrooms it has but the foundation, which is invisible. The foolish don’t care about the foundation. So they build their house quickly even on sand. Here sand refers to wrong and weak foundations such as one’s pride, hatred, envy, anxiety, youth or money. But when the storm comes, it will collapse completely. We witnessed on TV how the earthquake in Haiti demolished all the houses and buildings with weak foundations. On the other hand, the wise builders take time to build their lives on the right foundation, that is, rock. Of course, laying foundation on the rock is not easy at all. It may take many years just to lay the foundation. But once the foundation is laid, the house becomes rock-solid and it will not be shaken. Here the rock is Jesus himself. The wise build their lives and ministries on Jesus and his words with great patience. They deny themselves and struggle to obey Jesus’ words. They grow in the likeness of Jesus and in the love of Jesus. Eventually their lives will not be shaken but stand to the end. 



Today we learned to love our enemies, remembering God’s amazing love toward each of us. May God help us put Jesus’ words into practice and become men and women of good influence and wise builders of our lives. 






