
FORGIVENESS AND LOVEPRIVATE 

Luke 7:36-50

Key Verse 7:47



“Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little."


Today's passage is about Jesus and two persons, the Simon Pharisee and a sinful woman. May God help us to learn from Jesus about forgiveness and love.

First, Jesus and Simon the Pharisee. Look at verse 36. "Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table." In the previous passage, we learned that the Pharisees and experts in the law called Jesus, “a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and “sinner.” Jesus gained this uncomely nickname because though he is the Holy Son of God, he loved to mingle with all kinds of sinful people. This reminds us of John 1:14, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” We call this the Incarnation. Jesus showed his incarnational love toward each of us by being our friend. Let us share this incarnational love with one another and students on campus.


In today’s passage, Jesus was invited by a person who belonged to the upper elite class of people: Simon the Pharisee. We are not sure why Simon the Pharisee invited Jesus to have dinner with him. According to verse 49, there were also other guests. Simon the Pharisee invited many illustrious guests for his dinner party and Jesus was one of them. This suggests that this dinner was not given in honor of Jesus. Nonetheless, Jesus accepted this dinner invitation, went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 

According to the culture in Jesus’ day, the host must recognize a guest of honor with a kiss, not as an expression of affection, but a polite acknowledgement of the guest’s arrival. But according to verse 45, Simon the Pharisee did not give Jesus even a customary kiss. In effect not to give this greeting was to ignore Jesus. Upon entering the house, the washing of feet was mandatory before a meal. Even today, when you go to a nice restaurant, you get a clean, warm towel to wash your hands before the meal. But when Jesus entered the house, Simon the Pharisee did not give Jesus any water to wash his feet. Jesus received nothing: no greeting from the host, no water for his feet and no anointing for his head. Jesus was treated very poorly. Simon the Pharisee did not know who Jesus really was. He did not know who he himself was before Jesus. 

Second, Jesus and a sinful woman. 
Look at verse 37. “When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume.” Let us think about this woman. Verse 37a says of her, “a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town.” In many novels, girls are usually portrayed as those who have beautiful dreams. In the movie, “Pride and Prejudice,” a very intelligent girl, Ms. Elizabeth Bennett, encounters Mr. Darcy who is very rich but very disagreeable in his attitudes toward others. As Ms. Bennett gets to know him better, she falls in love with him and marries him. What a romantic story! After watching this movie, many young girls dream to be like Ms. Elizabeth Bennett and marry their Mr. Darcy. This woman also must have been a woman of many beautiful dreams. But, contrary to her wishes, she became a woman of bad reputa​tion through her sinful life in that town. She might have been a “business woman.” She flirted with men without any shame. As we know well, all the women want to be told, "You are beautiful!" But people called her, "You, shameful woman! Go away." This kind of woman is so self-con​scious that she does not dare to appear on the public scene.


Evidently this woman heard that Jesus welcomes tax collectors and all kinds of sinners. Upon hearing this good news, she began to have a longing for a changed life. When she learned that Jesus was at the Pharisee’s house, she came to the Pharisee’s house with her alabaster jar of perfume. As a public sinner, she should not dare enter the Pharisee's dinner party. She knew that she was not invited to this party of noble people and that people would not welcome her. But she did not mind. She came to Jesus as she was. She came to Jesus as sinful and shameful as she was. She came to Jesus, believing that Jesus would welcome and accept her as she was, and forgive all her sins through his grace. From this sinful woman, we learn that we must come to Jesus just as we are in order to receive his grace of forgiveness. Christian fellowship is not a party of self-righteous Pharisees but a humble and gracious gathering of forgiven sinners. 


 This woman repented her sinful life with tears. Look at verse 38. ”and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.” When she came to Jesus, she cried endlessly, standing behind him at his feet. Her tears were the most sincere expression of a contrite heart and repentance. This woman’s tears of repentance moved God’s own heart. Psalm 51:17 says, "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise." 


After wetting Jesus’ feet with her tears, she wanted to dry Jesus’ feet. But she had no towel. So she wiped his feet with her hair. Hair is so important to a woman. Paul even said that a woman's hair is her glory (1Co 11:15). In the past, she had spent hours washing, conditioning and drying her hair. But now she took her beautiful hair and began to wipe Jesus' feet with it. After she dried his feet, she began to kiss them. Then she poured her alabaster jar of perfume on Jesus' feet. This alabaster jar of perfume was very expensive. This was the best treasure she had as a woman. When she poured her perfume on Jesus, she was pouring her heart to Jesus. She no longer wanted to use her beauty and treasure for her sinful pleasure. She wanted to use everything for Jesus. It was her spiritual act of worship. What a beautiful meeting between the Messiah and a sinful woman! Maybe this woman saw how Simon the Pharisee treated Jesus poorly. Though nobody appointed her, she voluntarily took the role of the host, washed Jesus’ feet and anointed them with perfume. In this way, this woman honored Jesus as the most valuable person (MVP) of the dinner party. In this way, this woman honored Jesus as her Savior and Lord. 


Like this woman, we must honor Jesus from our hearts. Jesus is worthy to receive our heart-felt worship and love. Revelations 5:12 says, “In a loud voice they sang: ‘Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!’" Jesus is the Son of God. He shed his precious blood on the cross in order to forgive our sins and rose again from the dead to give us eternal life and the kingdom of God. We must worship and honor Jesus by accepting him as our personal Savior and Lord and offering our own treasures—our own alabaster jars of perfume—to him. 
Third, the one who has been forgiven little loves little. Simon the Pharisee did not have spiritual eyes to see this woman’s beautiful acts of love and devotion toward Jesus. He was self-righteous and ready to condemn this woman as well as Jesus. But he did not want to let his thoughts known to Jesus. So he just muttered to himself. Look at verse 39. “When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner.’" It was a typical Pharisee mentality. But Jesus knew what Simon was thinking in his heart and said in verse 40, “Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," Simon said. Maybe Simon expected from Jesus some compliments on his elegant home and rich table, just as others had done to him. But it was not. 


Jesus told him a story to teach him about the grace of forgiveness. Look at verses 41-42a. “Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?" Here a denarii refers to one person’s daily wage about $100. Thus five hundred denarii can be at its minimum about $50,000 and fifty denarii, about $5,000. Here the moneylender refers to Jesus himself and canceling the debt, Jesus’ grace of forgiveness of sins. Our sin against God is like incurring a huge amount of credit card debt. A debt may be paid with money but our sin can be paid only with life-blood (Heb 9:22). We simply do not have the resources to pay off our debt of sin. But to forgive our sins, Jesus, the holy Son of God, paid the price by shedding his own holy blood on the cross. 1 Peter 2:24 says, “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.” We are the ones who should have suffered and died because of our sins. But Jesus, the Sinless Son of God, offered himself as the ransom sacrifice for our sins. Indeed by his wounds we are healed. By his precious blood, our sins are forgiven. Praise Jesus. 


The punch line of this parable was Jesus’ question: “Now which of them will love him more?” Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled." "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. Look at verses 47,48. “Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." By saying this, Jesus hinted that this sinful woman was like the one whose debt of five hundred denarii was canceled and that Simon the Pharisee was the one whose debt of fifty denarii was canceled. Please think about whether you are like this woman or Simon the Pharisee. In fact, Simon did not know that he also was a debtor. Maybe he thought of himself as a creditor, not a debtor. He had a high position in society. He was rich. He owed money to no one. Nevertheless, we cannot deny the fact that Simon did not make himself; God made him. God gave him everything he had. So he owed everything to God the Creator. In spite of his great debt to God, he did not thank God. He did not know that he was the same sinner before God as this woman: morally, ethically, and spirit​ually. But this sinful woman knew that she was a terrible sinner who piled upon herself the great amount of debt of sin. She was thankful to Jesus and loved Jesus back in response to his amazing grace of canceling all her debt of sin. 

To this woman, Jesus said, "Your sins are forgiven." Jesus freed her from the bondage and burden of her sins. Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." (50) Jesus not only forgave her sins but he also honored her as a woman of great faith. Her faith was the faith of coming to Jesus just as she was, offering her tears of repentance. She believed that Jesus would grant her the grace of forgiveness of sins and new life as a daughter of God. Jesus honored her faith greatly. 


Some people think that they don’t love Jesus with all their hearts because they did not sin enough and therefore did not experience the drastic change of life like Paul did. This is a very perverse way of thinking. We don’t need to sin more in order to experience Jesus’ grace more. What we need to know is to realize that we have sinned enough and are terrible sinners before God. We must come to Jesus for his grace of forgiveness of sins humbly like this woman.  

Some people say with their lips that they love Jesus but their practical lives do not show it. We must express our love to Jesus through our actions as the woman in this passage did. In fact, you notice that she did not say even a word in this passage. Rather she spoke loud and clear through her actions. Then how can we express our love to Jesus? Jesus said in John 14:15, "If you love me, you will obey what I command.” Instead of desiring to sin more, we must have Jesus in the center of our hearts and let him rule our hearts. We must bear the fruits of the Holy Spirit and grow in Jesus’ likeness slowly but steadily. We must also give our treasures—our time and money—to serve Jesus and his flock. Jesus commanded Peter in John 21, “If you love me, feed my sheep or take care of my sheep.” This command is not just for Peter but for all of us who know Jesus’ grace of forgiveness of sins. We must show that we love Jesus by taking care of many lonely and wandering people around us with Jesus’ shepherd heart. 


In this passage we learn that those whose sins are forgiven more love Jesus more. Jesus’ grace of forgiveness of sins is like canceling our enormous amount of debt. It is freely given to us. At the same time, it is a most costly and precious gift to sinners like us. Let us accept Jesus’ amazing grace of forgiveness of sins personally, thank him from our hearts, and love and honor him with our practical lives of faith and devotion. 





