A Royal Priesthood

1 Peter 2:1-12

Key Verse 2:9

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 

Thank God for blessing the 2008 USA/Canada Spring Staff Conference at Purdue University. At this conference, we mainly studied 1 Peter 2 and Deuteronomy 6. Through 1 Peter 2, we renewed our true identity as royal priesthood. Through Deuteronomy 6, we repented of our lukewarm attitude toward God and restored our wholehearted love for God. Today I want to share with you what I learned from 1 Peter 2. Peter wrote this letter to the early Christians who were scattered throughout the five regions of Asia Minor. They were going through terrible sufferings and did not know who they really were—their true identity. Peter called them a royal priesthood. May God help us to renew our spiritual identity as a royal priesthood through this study.

First, crave pure spiritual milk. (1-3) Look at verse 1. “Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.” Malice is a desire to harm others or to see others suffer. Slander is making false statements injurious to a person's reputation. The world is full of malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. These things are harmful to building healthy and lasting relationship with God and others. If we build our relationship with God and others based on malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander, such a relationship is not only harmful but also cannot last long. So Peter encouraged the early Christians to get rid of them. 
Look at verses 2,3. “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.” Peter reminded the early Christians that they were born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. (1:23) Being born again is not the end. A baby is cute and lovely. But if a baby remains as a baby without growing up, he or she is neither cute nor lovely. Babies need to grow up and become mature. How can newborn Christians grow? Just as newborn babies grow through feeding on milk, newborn Christians grow through feeding on the word of God as pure spiritual milk. 


Here the important word is “crave.” What do we crave for? People crave for food, alcohol, drugs, computer games, nice cars or clothes. People also crave for power, fame, wealth or recognition. In order to attend the staff conference, most of the people drove. Some people from Canada drove over 14 hours to get to Purdue. The conference began with a dinner at 6:00 pm on Thursday. One person confessed that he drove as fast as he could in order to not miss the dinner. But after studying this passage, he repented that he drove fast with a craving for physical food. He promised that next time he would drive fast with a craving for the word of God. Through his testimony, we learned that we must have a craving for the word of God instead of having cravings for the things of this world. Thank God for enabling Columbus UBF to finish Acts’ study. We learned about the work of the Holy Spirit and Paul’s gospel faith and missionary vision. We want to keep studying Paul’s epistles, beginning with Ephesians, in order to learn more about Paul’s gospel faith and missionary vision. May God grow us as modern day Pauls through feeding on the word of God.

Second, come to Jesus, the living Stone (4-8) How could the Christians who were rejected and scattered around the world find their true identity? Look at verse 4. “As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him—“ Verse 4 tells us that they must come to Jesus the living Stone. Peter did not encourage the early Christians to escape their hard reality by any means. He urged them to come to Jesus, the living Stone who was rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him. 

When Jesus came to his own people, his people rejected him because Jesus was not the messiah that they were expecting. They were expecting a political and economical messiah who could liberate them from Roman rule and establish an earthly messianic kingdom for them. But Jesus came to establish God’s kingdom in the hearts of those who accept him. As Christians we too experience a small amount of rejection. But the rejection that Jesus had to endure from his own people was not a light one. They mocked, flogged and killed him on the cross. But Jesus was not just a victim of their violence. It was God’s will for him to suffer in this way for the sin of the world—to become the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. (John 1:29) When Jesus took the full measure of God’s wrath upon himself and died in our places for our sins, God did not abandon him in the grave. God raised him from the dead and made him Lord and Christ. God vindicated and honored him by giving him the highest name that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philipppians 2:9-11) Jesus who trusted in God was not put to shame. He was chosen by God as the source of eternal salvation for those who believe and obey him.  

As human beings, we all want to be accepted by other people. Nobody wants to be rejected. In order to be accepted by peers, in order to fit in and not be an odd ball, people are willing to commit all kinds of sins. They do not want to be shamed before their peers. Peter encourages the early Christians to come to Jesus the living Stone and think about how the Sinless Son of God was rejected in our places in order to bear all our sins upon himself. Whenever we meditate on Jesus’ death on the cross for our sins, it always moves our hearts and leads us to a deeper knowledge of God’s grace. When we think about how much Jesus suffered for us, the rejections that we may experience as Christians living in this ungodly generation seems very small compared to the sufferings and death that Jesus went through for us. When we experience rejections from others, we must not feel sorry for ourselves or doubt God’s love. Instead, we must come to Jesus, think about Jesus and thank him for what he has done for us. We must think about how God raised him from the dead and made him the Lord of salvation. 


Look at verse 5. “you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” We become living stones in Jesus when we participate in his death and resurrection. We die with Jesus and rise with Jesus. Peter said that we also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Being a living stone and being built on Jesus the living Stone is a great privilege and at the same time a most difficult challenge in our lives. How can all kinds of different people become one in Jesus and be built together to form a spiritual house? In order to be a part of the spiritual house that God is building, we must die to ourselves. Our sharp edges must be cut and become smooth. We must deny ourselves again and again and be molded into the likeness of Jesus. 

Paul was once a violent and passionate person. Such person cannot be a part of God’s people. But after meeting Jesus, he became a patient and compassionate shepherd. He said in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” How many of you can say with Paul, “I no longer live but Christ lives in me”? This is the greatest revolution. This is the greatest change that a person can experience in his life. When Christ lives in us, we become like him. I was also a very proud and angry person. But by God’s grace I have not been angry with others for a long time. Jesus, who lives in me, helps me to remember God’s amazing grace upon my life and enables me to bear with others in his grace and hope. Jesus is my living Stone. God wants me to build myself, my family, my ministry on him. He is my Savior, Lord and King. He is the foundation of my new life. He is the way and the truth and the life and the true model to follow. I must trust him and be built on him, together with other precious Christians. 

Third, You are a royal priesthood. (9-10) Finally Peter tells the Christians that they were new Israel in God’s work and history. Look at verse 9. “but you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” The titles in verse 9 were used for God’s chosen people Israel. But now Peter applied these same titles to the Christians since they were the new Israel in God’s work and history. Peter said, “You are chosen people.” Being chosen is a wonderful thing. Pastor Teddy Hembekides, who delivered this message at the staff conference, said that when he was young, he really wanted to be chosen as a member of his high school soccer team, so he applied for the membership. Many were chosen but not him. Finally, he was chosen as a bench boy. He was so happy to be chosen, even as a bench boy. How much of a great honor it is to be chosen by God! Though we are undeserved to be chosen by God, God chose us to be his people by his one-sided grace. John 15:16 says, “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last.” King David was a shepherd boy, but God chose to him to be the king of Israel. He knew that he did not deserve to be the king and shepherd of his people Israel but was chosen by God’s Sovereign grace. David thanked God, saying in 2 Samuel 7:18, “Who am I, O Sovereign LORD, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far?” We must meditate on this Sovereign grace of God with thanksgiving, saying, “Who am I, O Sovereign Lord?” We must thank God for choosing us to be his people. 

God chose us for a purpose. God chose us in order to make America a kingdom of priests and a holy nation through us. God chose us to pray for and share the word of God with young college students. God chose us to raise disciples of Jesus in college campuses in America and around the world. Campus evangelism and discipleship ministry seems to be the hardest mission. One person who used to serve campus missions is now serving people who are living with public aid. These people indeed need help, for they struggle hard to beat their drinking and drug problems. Once he complained to me that they don’t grow well. They always fall back to their old habits and need to be cared for again and again. After hearing his complaints, I thanked God that I am praying for young college students. In spite of their present immaturity, they have hope and vision to grow as mature, responsible and great servants of God. I felt greatly privileged to be chosen as a campus shepherd. Recently one of my colleagues at school told me that I don’t look old at all and that I look like just a 25 year old man, not a 51 year old man. I look young not because I eat health food only but because I pray for young people and enjoy fellowship with them and pray for them to grow in Jesus. It is a great and high privilege and honor to be chosen to serve young college students with the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  


Peter said that we are chosen to be a royal priesthood. Royal people are those who are related to the king. They have a royal connection. They are privileged to bring their own or others’ petitions to the king. If they accuse others in front of the king, the king can punish or imprison them. If they plead to the king for others, the king can show his mercy and grace to them. Likewise, as a royal priesthood we have access to our King Jesus. We should not misuse our royal connection to our King Jesus. We should not accuse or blame people to God or ask God punish them for their sins. If we do, it will be a misuse of our right. Instead, we must offer intercessory prayer to God for the people. Jesus is the Royal High Priest. He did not use his right and authority to ask God to punish us. On the cross, Jesus did not pray, “Father, deal with these terrible people according to your righteousness.” Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” This is how we should pray.


Moses was the leader who led the 600,000 Israelites out of Egypt and through the desert. He interceded for his people to God again and again. Once, the Israelites made a golden calf and worshiped it as their god. God’s anger burned against them. God said to Moses in Exodus 32:9-10. "I have seen these people and they are a stiff-necked people. Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation." But Moses pleaded for the Israelites. "O LORD," he said, "why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand?  Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: 'I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.'" Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened. 


As royal priests, we must offer intercessory prayers to God for the people of this generation. We should not accuse people to God. We must pray to God to forgive all of our sins, the sins of our coworkers, parents, children and students on campus. We must pray for the salvation of Muslims, Hindus and people in communist countries. Just as Moses prayed for the Israelites and Abraham prayed for Lot who was living in Sodom and Gomorrah, we must pray for the salvation of God’s people in America and all over the world. Dr. John Jun asked us to have a clear identity as royal priests and offer 3000 times of united prayer for 3000 attendants for the 2008 Purdue International Bible Conference. 


A Christian is part of a holy nation and a people belonging to God. According to verse 10, we were not a people. We lived like wild cats or dogs, wandering around without hope, meaning and purpose. But God sanctified us through the blood of his Son Jesus and made us normal human beings, especially the people of God. Once we were an object of God’s wrath but now God made us an object of his mercy. This is God’s amazing grace. God showed us his amazing grace so that we might  advertise this marvelous grace of Jesus who called us out of darkness into his wonderful light. We, who tasted that the Lord is so good to us, should not hide his marvelous grace under a bed. We must share it with others. We must advertise the wonderful grace of Jesus to campuses in America and around the world. At the end of last year God opened a way for Missionary Andrew Hwang’s family to pioneer Stanford University. He said, “Stanford means, ‘Stand for the Lord.’” He believes that God established Stanford University to raise spiritual leaders who will stand for the Lord. We Christians must stand for the Lord by sharing his gospel of salvation with our friends, family members and all people of all nations. 

In today’s passage, Peter tells the scattered Christians, “You are a royal priesthood.” Let us have clear identity as a royal priesthood and give ourselves to intercessory prayer for OSU, America and all nations of the world. Let us pray that God may send 3000 attendants to the 2008 Purdue International Bible Conference through our 3000 times of united prayer. Let us pray that God may send 40 attendants to this conference from Columbus. Let us say together, “We are a royal priesthood.” 

