LOVE GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART

Deuteronomy 6:1-5

Key Verse 6:5

“Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”


At the 2008 Spring staff conference held at Purdue, all UBF staff shepherds studied 1 Peter 2 and Deuteronomy 6 in order to prepare our hearts for the 2008 Purdue International Bible Conference. Today I want to share with you what I learned from Deuteronomy 6. Deuteronomy means, “repeated lessons.” Forty years ago, the Israelites left Egypt toward the promised land. Finally they were east of the Jordan and about to enter the promised land. Before entering the land, Moses reminded them of all the laws and commands that God gave to them, beginning with the Ten Commandments. Most importantly, Moses gave them the greatest commandment in verse 5, “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” Let us think about what this means and how we can obey this command in our practical lives. 

First, be careful to obey the word of God (1-3). When God brought the Israelites out of Egypt, he said to Moses, “I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey.” (Exodus 3:8) The Israelites were greatly inspired and motivated to leave Egypt, the land of cruel slavery and endless sufferings, and to go to the land of Canaan, the land flowing with milk and honey, the land of freedom, abundant blessings, endless opportunities and possibilities. 

Pharaoh was not willing to let the Israelites go. But after being inflicted by God’s ten mighty judgments, he and the Egyptians had enough. They got up in the middle of the night and begged the Israelites to leave Egypt as soon as possible. With God’s help, they crossed the Red Sea. Finally they were completely out of Egypt. God led them first to Mount Sinai, which was in the opposite direction from the land of Canaan. There God gave them the Ten Commandments and entered into a covenant relationship with them. God told them about his vision and purpose for them that he would make them his treasured possession and a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. (Exodus 19:5,6) Now they were about to enter the land of Canaan across the Jordan River. They were happy that those forty years of life in the wilderness was finally over. They were ready to possess the land flowing with milk and honey and build their lives on it. 


Look at verses 1-3. “These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, promised you.” Our God is the God of salvation and abundant blessings. God blessed Abraham and made him a blessing. God saved the Israelites out of their slavery in order to bless them abundantly. But here God teaches the Israelites the secret of receiving and maintaining God’s abundant blessings, that is, to be careful to obey God’s commands, decrees and laws. 

The word of God gives us clear direction to grow as God’s people and serve God and others. 2 Timothy 3:15-17 says, “…and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” God gave us his words and commands not to burden us but to lead us into the path of life and salvation and useful service to God. 


We live in a culture where people are not willing to acknowledge any authority. We build horizontal relationships with others. We insist on autonomous freedom. People say, “Nobody can tell me what to do.” This spirit of autonomous independence and individualism may be the strength of this nation. But we cannot apply this in our relationship with God. We must not make a declaration of independence, but a declaration of dependence on God. God said in Isaiah 55:8, 9, “’For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the LORD. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” We must honor the word of God more than our thoughts. We cannot obey the word of God naturally. Naturally we follow our own desires. Therefore, we must make a conscious effort to obey the word of God. That is why Moses told the Israelites: Be careful to obey the word of God. 

What kind of blessings would they receive? Verse 2 mentions enjoying long lives.  Verse 3 mentions being successful in whatever we do and increasing greatly. Do you want to receive all these blessings? Do you want to pass on God’s blessings to your children and their children after them? Those who are truly blessed in God are not necessarily smart and able people but those who are careful to obey the word of God. Let us depend on God and be careful to obey the word of God. 

Second, the Lord is one (4). Look at verse 4. “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.” Here “the Lord” is in Hebrew, “Yahweh,” which means, “God who saves.” God became their God by saving them out of Egypt. Likewise, God became our God by saving us from our sins through his Son Jesus. “The Lord is one.” This means that God is number one and superior to all others. It also means that God is unique; there is no one like him. One also means unity. The Lord alone is sufficient to save us and provide us with all we need both physically and spiritually. We must meet God personally until we confess, “Lord, you are the one whom I was looking for. Lord, you are the one who can truly satisfy the emptiness of my soul.” The prodigal son went out to pursue his own life only to experience financial and spiritual bankruptcy. Then he returned to his father, begging his father to forgive his sins and accept him as one of his servants. But the father welcomed him with open arms and restored the prodigal son as his son. There is no one like God in his unconditional love toward repentant sinners. When a Samaritan woman looked for perfect love from men, she was disappointed and wounded again and again. But through talking with Jesus, she found the one whom she was looking for and waiting for. She found that Jesus is her Messiah and the true object of her worship and devotion. 

Without knowing God as our Savior and Lord, we become restless wanders. We become like Jacob who tried to quench his thirst with the things of this world such as love and wealth. Later he found God and confessed in Genesis 48:5, “the God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day,” St. Augustine, who wandered restlessly without knowing God, said in his autobiographical book, Confessions, “Our hearts are restless until they rest in God." We must meet God personally and come to know his love deep in our hearts. Then our endless hunger and thirst for love can be quenched forever. We no longer wander but find true rest and satisfaction in God. 

Third, Love the Lord your God with all your heart (5). What should be our response toward God’s wonderful love? Look at verse 5. “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” What is love? Wikipedia defines love like this: The word love has many different meanings in English, from something that gives a little pleasure ("I loved that meal") to something one would die for (ideals, family). It can describe an intense feeling of affection. Many people equate the verb “love” with “be loved.” There is a close connection between to be loved and to love. Only those who are loved can love. Those who know what it means to be loved can love God and others in response to the love that they received and experience. According to John 3:16, God so loved the world that he gave his One and Only Son. Therefore, to love is to give something for others’ general well-being. In response to God’s love, we must give something back to God. Romans 1:21 says, “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him.” We must give thanks to God. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” The first step of loving God is giving thanks to God. Thank you, Lord! We love you!

The next thing is to enjoy fellowship with God and give glory to God. According to the Christian Catechism, the chief purpose of man is to glorify God and enjoy him forever. Those who love want to spend time together. Likewise, if we love God, we must spend time with God in sweet communion with him in prayer, praises, worship, Bible study and teaching. If we love God, we must glorify him. We must declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9b) We must live for his eternal glory. We must live to please God, not ourselves. We must have burning zeal and intense passion for God to be known on our campuses, nation and all nations of the world, including Moslem, Hindu and communists’ countries. 


 How much should we love God? Verse 5 says, “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.” We must love God with all our heart. Jesus rebuked the Pharisees in Mark 7:6, saying, "Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: ‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.’” We must love not just with our lips but with our heart. Often our hearts are stolen by the glittering things of this world such as wealth, recognition and future security. But John said in 1 John 2:15-17, “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.” If God gave us two hearts, then we could have loved the world with one heart and God with the other heart. But God has given us only one heart. Thus we cannot love God and the world at the same time. We must repent our love of this perishing world and love God with all our heart. We must also love God with all our soul. Here soul refers to person or life. We must love God not just emotionally or intellectually but with all our beings and with all our lives. We must also love God with all our strength. We must work hard for God, overcoming our laziness and easy-going desires. 


In this command, the word “all” was repeated three times. All means “100%.” The Lord is one and we must love him 100%, not 20% or 60%. Some may become rebellious and protest, “Well, this is too much. If I love God 100%, how can love myself or my family members or friends or pets?” Love is not like cheesecake or pizza. Love generates love. Love never fails. Love never falls short. When we love God 100%, we can truly love ourselves, our family members, friends and even our pets. When we love God 100%, we become free from our selfishness, self-centeredness, self-love and self-interest which make us as cold and heartless as Ebenezer Scrooge in the Christmas Carol. When we love God 100%, we become free to give our time and money to God and others. 


When we love God only 50%, our hearts become lukewarm and habitual toward God. The Risen Christ rebuked the Christians in Laodicea in Revelations 3:16, “So, because you are lukewarm--neither hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out of my mouth.” The temperature of our love for God should not be lukewarm but burn 212 degrees Fahrenheit. Check the temperature of your heart and see whether it is lukewarm or burning hot toward God. If it is lukewarm, we must repent and restore our first love toward God. 


Jesus is the best example of one who loved God with all his heart, soul and strength. He laid down his life in order to obey God’s will. Jesus laid down his life for God voluntarily—on his own accord. (John 10:17,18) He loved God more than his own life. He showed us the greatest love as he said in John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this--that he lay down his life for his friends.” 

Why should we love God with all our heart, soul and strength? 1 John 4:19 says, “We love because he first loved us.” It is God who loved us first to the point of giving his One and Only Son for our salvation. When we love God with all our heart, soul and strength, we are not doing God any favor. It is our rightful response toward God’s wonderful love toward us. When we love others, we are not doing any favor to them. As debtors of God’s love, we should share God’s amazing love with others. This year we have a great opportunity to show our wholehearted love for God by serving and preparing for the 2008 Purdue International Bible Conference. Let’s prepare for this conference with all our heart, soul and strength, remembering God’s love toward us and all mankind. 

