 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
FOR THE GLORY OF GOD

John 17:1-26 

Key Verse: 17:1

“After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: ‘Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.’”

The time of Jesus' departure was at hand. Soon he would be arrested, tried, beaten and crucified. But he did not feel sorry for himself. He had no regrets. He lifted up his eyes to heaven and prayed. He prayed for himself (1-5), his disciples (6-19) and all believers (20-26). This prayer has been called Jesus' high priestly prayer. In this prayer, Jesus reveals his life purpose, that is, to glorify God.  Let us learn how Jesus glorified God.

First, Jesus glorified God through his death on the cross. (1-5) Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and prayed, "Father, glorify your Son that your Son may glorify you." Jesus called God "Father." Jesus did not doubt God's love. Even though Jesus faced the cross, he called God "Father" He loved and trusted his heavenly Father. It is important that we never doubt the love of God. The evil one is always working hard to make us doubt God's love. In the Garden of Eden Satan tempted Eve to doubt God’s love. She doubted God’s love and did not listen to God’s word. So all of Adam’s descendants must groan and suffer in the chains of sin. It is easy to doubt God’s love when we or our children are sick or when we fail in our exams or when something tragic happens. But we must not doubt God’s love. We must believe and know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him and do his will. (Ro 8:28)

Jesus also prayed, “glorify your Son that your Son may glorify you.” How did God glorify his Son? Look at verse 2. “You granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to those you have given him.” Jesus died for the sins of the world and bore our sins in his own body. On the third day he rose to life to conquer sin and death. God glorified Jesus by giving him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to those who believe in him. What is eternal life? Read verse 3. "Now this is eternal life: That they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent." Some people think that eternal life is just an endless extension of this life of suffering and agony on earth. But that is not true. Eternal life is new life in God. It has a totally different quality. Eternal life is knowing God as our Father and knowing his Son Jesus as our Savior and Lord. Eternal life is having a personal love relationship with God and his Son Jesus. Eternal life is living in hope to inherit the kingdom of God. 

Jesus prayed, “Father, glorify your Son so that your Son may glorify you.” Jesus' life purpose was to glorify God. Here to glorify means to reveal. To glorify God means to reveal God’s amazing love and way of salvation to this sinful world. Jesus showed us that God is love. He showed us that God’s love is like the father’s love in the parable of the prodigal son. He showed us that God is willing to forgive sinners, restore them as his precious children and take them back to the kingdom of God, no matter what kind of sinners they may be--whether they are like a prodigal son, a selfish tax collector, a wayward Samaritan woman or a robber on the cross.  

To glorify God also means to honor or exalt or please God. Jesus prayed, “Hallowed be your name.” Jesus honored and exalted God’s will more than his own desires. He obeyed God’s will rather than his will.  In this way Jesus honored God as God. His passion was for God’s name to be honored and exalted by all people. He wanted God to be all in all.  In order to live for the glory of God, he did not seek honor and glory from people. 

We also must live for the glory of God. The first question in the shorter catechism is, “What is man’s chief end? The answer: “Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.”  We must not live for our own glory. Why not? Once Peter lived for his own glory. But he repented and confessed in 1Pe 1:24,25a, "For 'All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands forever.'" Worldly glory is like fireworks on July 4th. It is temporal, very temporal. Only God's glory shines forever and ever. We must follow Jesus’ example. Whatever we do, we must seek to glorify God.

How did Jesus glorify God? Look at verse 4. "I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do." Jesus did the work God gave him to do. Jesus obeyed God.  He was obedient to death, even death on the cross (Php 2:6). Even though he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered and became the source of eternal salvation to those who obey him (Heb 5:8). As he hung on the cross his last words were, "It is finished." (Jn 19:30)

Jesus completed his mission by dying on the cross. Those who believe in his death on the cross can receive the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. This is good news of great joy to all people. Now our mission is to share this good news to the world. According to the recent statistics, there are 233 nations. In Latin America alone there are 34 nations.  In America there are 561 universities. At OSU there are 50,000 students.  To spread the good news of Jesus’ salvation to all these people is not easy. But it is much easier than dying on the cross. May God help us to glorify God by completing our mission of world campus evangelism in our generation.

Second, Jesus glorified God by raising disciples (6-26). Jesus raised disciples so that the work of God's salvation he had finished on the cross may be preached to the world through them. How did Jesus raise disciples?

He gave them God's word.  Look at verses 6-8a.  "I have revealed you to those you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them..." Jesus taught them the Bible. He gave his disciples the word of God and they accepted this word. Once, Jesus fed 5000 people. They wanted more bread. But when he tried to give them spiritual bread, they all ran away. Then Jesus asked his disciples, “Will you leave too?” Peter answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” (Jn 6:68) Jesus trained his disciples to obey God's word. When we teach the Bible to others, we must help them not only to accept God’s word but also to obey God’s word.

 
Jesus taught them by example. We must not only study and teach the Bible, we must also live by it.  We must lead our Bible students by example. We must lead them to Jesus so that they can follow Jesus’ examples. 

Jesus prayed for his disciples. Read verse 9. "I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me." We cannot change anyone. But we can pray for our Bible students. We can pray persistently for them until God works and changes their hearts and lives. This is what Jesus did. He taught the Bible and prayed. 

The Risen Jesus commanded us "Go and make disciples of all nations...teach them to obey everything I have commanded you." (Mt 28:20) Jesus raised us as his disciples. Now he wants us to become disciple-makers. Jesus wants us to raise disciples so that the work of God might be continued through them. How can we raise disciples of Jesus in this generation? We must do as Jesus did. We must teach the Bible, lead by example, watch and pray. After teaching the Bible, we must watch how God works in those with whom we study the Bible.  We must pray persistently. Then Jesus will work and change their hearts and lives by the power the Holy Spirit through the word of God. Jesus himself will raise them as his disciples through us. May God help us to glorify God by raising 120 courageous and sacrificial disciples of Jesus here in Columbus. 

Third, Jesus prayed for his disciples to become one. (11,21) What was Jesus' prayer topic for his disciples? Look at verse 11. "I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me so that they may be one as we are one." Look at verses 20,21. “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” Jesus prayed that God might protect his disciples so that they might be united as one. This is an amazing prayer topic. How can human beings become one? We are all so different. But Jesus did not quit. He continued to pray that believers would be one. He prayed that we might be one as he and the Father are one. He said that if we become one, the world will believe that we are disciples of Jesus. But the hardest thing is to become one. It seems impossible. But it is Jesus’ prayer. 

This unity is not a political or organizational unity. This unity is a spiritual unity. This unity is possible when each believer repents of his sins and is cleansed by the blood of Jesus; when each believer has God's word in his or her heart. This unity is possible when Jesus comes with the Father and the Holy Spirit to dwell within us. When we surrender ourselves fully to the control of our God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, we can become one with God and with one another. This unity is also a unity in obedience. Jesus commanded us to love each other. Loving is a decision, not a feeling.  We must obey Jesus’ command and decided to love one another in obedience to Jesus’ command. When we obey Jesus’ command, Jesus’ love can conquer Satan’s hatred in us and enable us to forgive even  “that guy” and love “that guy” with God’s love. We can experience spiritual victory in Jesus. A love relationship is an ongoing thing. We must keep on working on it. And we must learn to love as Jesus commanded and as Jesus loved us. We must repent, forgive and love, love, forgive and repent. Then we can accomplish a unity in love. It is also a unity in mission, as we obey Jesus’ command to make disciples of all nations. It is a unity in our common hope and destination, the kingdom of heaven.

Jesus prayed that God might protect his disciples so that they might be united as one in Jesus. Peter wrote, "Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour." (1Pe 5:8) The evil one attacks disciples of Jesus in many ways. Especially, he tries to break their unity. Satan has been destroying many families and nations as well as Christian fellowships by breaking their unity. He plants doubt, fear, distrust, sorrow, envy, jealousy, anger and hatred even in the hearts of believers. He wants to rob them of joy, love and peace. Often we feel helpless, defenseless and vulnerable. But we are not alone. Jesus prayed that God might protect them from the evil one by the power of his name. 

In this prayer Jesus talks about the name of God at least 4 times (6,11,12,26). Here the name of God represents God's personal, living presence. Jesus revealed God’s name to his disciples. So far Jesus protected his disciples by the power of the name. But now he had to leave his disciples in this evil world. So he prayed that God might continue to protect them by the power of his name. 

 
When we are not united as one in Jesus and with one another, we become prime targets of Satan. Judas was one of such examples. Jesus had experienced the pain of seeing a beloved disciple be swallowed up by Satan. Because Judas did not accept the word of God, he opened his mind to Satan to come into his heart. He became the one doomed to destruction. How did Jesus handle it? Jesus was not discouraged. He did not doubt God’s love. Jesus saw Judas’ defection in the light of God's sovereignty and the Scriptures. God is in control. 

There is a saying, “United we stand; divided we fall.” We have seen that when believers become one, amazing things happen. When the early Christians prayed in one mind and heart, they received the Holy Spirit. They were 120 in number. When they formed a vessel of the Holy Spirit by praying in one mind and heart, God changed them from fearful people into bold and courageous witnesses of Jesus. God made them more than conquerors in Jesus.  May God bless us to serve the work of God with one mind and heart. 

Fourth, Jesus gave them mission. (15-26) Jesus was leaving his disciples. He did not pray for them to be taken out of the world. In verse 15 Jesus says, "My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it." Jesus wanted his disciples to remain in the world. They must be in the world, but not of the world. They must be the salt and light of the world. Christians are sometimes tempted to seek refuge in a Christian environment. In the middle ages, some Christians went to convents or monasteries. But Jesus wants us to remain in the world.  

Jesus also sent them to the world as missionaries. In verse 18 Jesus said, "As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world." God sent Jesus to be a missionary to the world. He was the first missionary. He was the Son of God, but he came to serve, not to be served. He completed his mission by dying on the cross as the Lamb of God in order to take away the sin of the world (Jn 1:29). Now Jesus wanted his disciples to carry on his work on earth as Bible teachers and missionaries. 


How did he equip the disciples for this mission? Jesus said in verse 17, "Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth." Jesus is the truth. Jesus himself shed his blood on the cross; he sanctified himself by perfect obedience. We can be truly cleansed by Jesus' blood and the word of God. We are weak and full of shortcomings. But when we are cleansed by the blood of Jesus and hold onto his holy words, Jesus clothes us with the power of the Holy Spirit (Ac 1:8). Then we can serve God’s world salvation purpose as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation to the world, 


Jesus wants us to live for the glory of God, serving God’s mission as Bible teachers and missionaries by the power of the word of God. After serving God’s holy mission while on earth, he wants us to inherit the kingdom of God. While on earth, Jesus promised us that he would not leave us as helpless, spiritual orphans but that he himself would be with us to the end of the age. He promised us that he would dwell in us and help us to grow in knowing God and his great love toward us and all mankind.


Today we learned that Jesus’ life purpose was to glorify God. Sometimes we don’t know why we have to struggle so hard to study at school, work, teach the Bible to others, become one in Jesus, serve guests and world mission. Paul said in 1 Cor 10:31, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” Jesus prayed, “Father, glorify your Son so that your Son may glorify you.” Let us have Jesus’ life purpose—for the glory of God--as our very own. Let us glorify God by completing the mission God gave us to do and by being one. Let us repent that sometimes we struggle hard for our own glory. Let us to do everything for the glory of God so that God’s kingdom may come on earth and his will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

