JESUS DEFENDS HIS DISCIPLES

Luke 5:33-6:11

Key Verse 5:38

"No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins.”

As Jesus’ ministry grew, it began to attract the attention of the Pharisees, a group of the religious leaders of the time. The Pharisees did not dare to criticize Jesus. But when they saw Jesus’ disciples, they were full of weaknesses and faults. So they sharply criticized them as a bunch of undisciplined lawbreakers. At their accusation, Jesus’ disciples became helpless and defenseless. But Jesus defends his disciples and elevates them as leaders of his new gospel ministry. Jesus sees them as new wineskins who can expand together with him with amazing possibilities.
First, new wine into new wineskins (33-38). In verse 33, the Pharisees said to Jesus, ‘John's disciples often fast and pray, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinking.’" Fasting should be done before God on a voluntary basis in order to pray with a specific and urgent prayer request or to repent one’s sins and seek God’s mercy. But the Pharisees fasted twice a week habitually as a part of their religious rituals. They often did so to show themselves righteous before the people. In their self-righteousness, they were ready to condemn anybody who did not fast twice a week as gluttons or ‘sinners.’ Jesus tells them two parables to teach them about himself and his disciples as well as the kingdom of God. 
Look at verses 34,35. “Jesus answered, ‘Can you make the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; in those days they will fast.’" Here Jesus describes the kingdom of God as a joyful wedding banquet. Some people think that the kingdom of God is like a funeral service which is full of sorrow with old and dead people. But that is a great misunderstanding. The kingdom of God is like a joyful wedding banquet. A Christian church is like Levi’s celebration dinner. It is a place of fellowship in love and joy. It should be filled with young people like Jesus’ disciples.
Jesus compared himself to the bridegroom and his disciples to the guests of the bridegroom. As the guests of the bridegroom Jesus, it was the disciples’ duty and privilege to rejoice with him, eat and drink with him. They didn’t need to fast. In the eyes of the religious leaders, Jesus’ disciples were nothing but a dirty dozen--undisciplined hillbillies. But Jesus elevated them as his very important guests and friends with whom he shared the joy of the kingdom of God. 

Another characteristic of God’s kingdom is that it is dynamic. The kingdom of God expands. It is not fixed. It is explosive, full of life, power and vitality. Look at verse 36. Jesus is unshrunk cloth. Like unshrunk cloth, he shrank and became completely humble. Can you humble yourselves as Jesus did? Some may say, “That’s easy!” But in reality humbling oneself is the most difficult thing for proud sinners to do. But we must repent our pride moment by moment and shrink ourselves together with Jesus and be humble like him. 

Look at verses 37,38. "And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst the skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins.” Jesus compared himself with new wine and his disciples with new wineskins. Jesus is new wine. He came to expand the kingdom of God on earth. He expanded the kingdom of God vertically from heaven to earth in order to bring down-to-earth sinners to his glorious kingdom. Jesus expanded the kingdom of God horizontally, beginning with Jerusalem, all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8) Jesus came to expand people’s hearts and visions. 
The Pharisees were like old wineskins. They were fixed in their old ways. They could not accept Jesus the new wine. They could not expand their hearts together with Jesus. On the other hand, Jesus’ disciples were like new wineskins. They were full of mistakes and had no mannerisms whatsoever. They were very nationalistic. They worried about their own future securities and the restoration of the kingdom of Israel. But they loved Jesus. They were humble and had a great learning mind. So they expanded their hearts together with Jesus. They changed sometimes slowly. They changed sometimes radically with Jesus. They were born again in Jesus. They grew in Jesus. They were flexible. Everything was possible for them. Because of their new wineskin attitude toward Jesus and his gospel, they were changed in Jesus and grew to be spiritual generals who could serve God’s world salvation work and history. Jesus did not hesitate to con​clude: "New wine into new wineskins." 

Here we learn an important truth: In order to contain the kingdom of God in our hearts and lives, we must have new wineskin attitude toward Jesus. We must be expandable. Jesus wants to expand our faith. Jesus wants to expand our love. He wants to expand our vision. Jesus wants to expand our ministry. Are you ready to expand yourselves together with Jesus? Or do you think that you cannot change yourselves and even Jesus cannot help you to change yourselves for the better? When we welcome Jesus into our hearts with willingness to begin new life in him, he will change us from old wineskin people to new wineskin people, turn our failures into successes and open up new possibilities for us. Nothing will be impossible for us. May God bless us to be new wineskin Christians.   

Second, Jesus defends his disciples (6:1-5). Look at verse 1. “One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and his disciples began to pick some heads of grain, rub them in their hands and eat the kernels.” The hungry disciples were not fully aware of what they were doing, but soon they found themselves picking some heads of grain with their hands from left to right. Soon the quiet first movement of their hungry stomach sounds turned into a vigorous and noisy second movement of picking, threshing, and chewing well-ripened and crispy grains. To the disciples, the grains must have tasted as nutritious as corn flakes cereal with lots of fibers. Out of nowhere, the Pharisees appeared and said to Jesus, “Why are you doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?" (2) We did not expect to see the Pharisees in the middle of a cornfield. Yet like highway patrol policemen the Pharisees ambushed Jesus and his disciples in the middle of the grainfields on the Sabbath. When they saw that Jesus’ disciples were eating the kernels of grain on the Sabbath, they popped out of their hiding places and accused them as terrible Sabbath lawbreakers! Now the disciples were in big trouble.  

The Bible allows people to pick heads of grain in their neighbor’s grainfield. Deuteronomy 23:25 says, “If you enter your neighbor's grainfield, you may pick kernels with your hands, but you must not put a sickle to his standing grain.”  Therefore, it was lawful for the disciples to pick heads of grain with their hands in a grainfield. The problem is that they did so on the Sabbath. The Pharisees accused the disciples for working on the Sabbath. By picking heads of grain, they reaped; by rubbing the grain, they threshed; by flinging away the husks, they winnowed. 
If we read this passage carefully, it was Jesus’ disciples who did all these things, not Jesus himself. Once Jesus was attacked by the Pharisees because of his unruly disciples. Jesus could have rebuked his disciples along with the Pharisees. Instead, Jesus cited David’s story (1Sa 21:1‑6), and defended his helpless disciples. 
Look at verses 3,4. “Jesus answered them, ‘Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? He entered the house of God, and taking the consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions.’" First of all, Jesus asked a rhetorical question to the Pharisees, saying, “Have you never read…?” By asking this question, Jesus pointed out how the Pharisees failed to understand the true meaning of the Bible. The Pharisees read the Bible but did not grasp the real point of the Bible. We must not use our Bible knowledge to condemn others. Romans 8:1 says, “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 
David’s story is a good illustration of God’s mercy toward his people.  In a time of need, David took and ate the consecrated bread, even though it was unlawful. God did not condemn David as a lawbreaker. Rather, God raised him up as the greatest king in Israel’s history and commended David as a man after God’s own heart. (Acts 13:22) God overlooked David’s trivial act of eating unlawful bread when he was hungry with his mercy. God saw David’s heart’s devotion to God as of first importance. (1Sa 16:7) God sees our hearts rather than our outward actions. 
Here By telling this story of King David, Jesus hinted that he is like King David and that his disciples are like King David’s companions. Just as God made David the king of the United Kingdom of Israel and his companions the mighty men of David’s kingdom, Jesus believed that God would raise his disciples up as modern-day mighty men and spiritual generals of God’s work and history. Jesus told the Pharisees that his disciples were “not guilty.” 

We must remember that Jesus loves and defends us no matter what. It is Satan who accuses us and condemns us. But Jesus understands our failures and needs. He embraces us just as we are. When we come to him even after we sin against God, he pronounces us as “not guilty,” because he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins and restores us back to God. 1 John 2:1,2 says, “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.” Praise Jesus who is our Defender. 
Jesus taught the Pharisees the true meaning of the Sabbath. Look at verse 5. “Then Jesus said to them, ‘The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.’" Some people think that Sunday is the day to sleep late and basically do nothing in order to have good rest. This is an old wineskin view of Sunday. According to Jesus, Sunday is the day we honor Jesus as the Savior and Lord of our lives by worshiping him with all our hearts, souls and strength (Dt 6:5). This is the new wineskin view of the Sunday.  
Third, “Stretch your hand.” (6:6-11). In this event, Jesus shows the Pharisees what is truly lawful to do on the Sabbath. Look at verse 6. “On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was shriveled.” This man had a serious life problem because his one hand was shriveled. Because of his one shriveled hand, his whole outlook on life must have been crippled. But in spite of his shriveled hand, he came to the synagogue in order to worship God. In spite of his physical handicap, he was a man who was created in the image of God. He was a precious child of God. Look at verse 7. “The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath.” The Pharisees saw this man as bait in trapping Jesus. Look at verse 8. ”But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the man with the shriveled hand, "Get up and stand in front of everyone." So he got up and stood there.” Jesus did not care about the Pharisees’ evil eyes. Jesus had mercy on this man with the shriveled hand and was ready to heal him, risking his own life. 
Jesus also wanted to help the religious leaders. So Jesus asked them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?” (9) This question is simple and self-evident. If one of the Pharisees had a son who fell into a well, he would immediately pull him out, regardless of the Sabbath laws (Luke 14:5). But the Pharisees were silent. At Jesus’ piercing question, their consciences were stricken. But they did not repent. They hardened their hearts. Indeed they were like old wineskins. 
Jesus looked around them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” (10) How did the man respond? It was not easy for him to stretch out his shriveled hand because it was impossible for him to do it with his own strength. It was difficult for him because the Pharisees would condemn him as a Sabbath lawbreaker. But he was like new wineskin. He believed that if he simply obeyed Jesus’ command, something amazing would happen and God would heal him completely. Then what happened? He did so, and his hand was completely restored. Indeed, a miracle happened. He became a new creation in Jesus. Now with his two hands, he could work hard for the glory of God. We should come to the worship service not habitually. Like this man with a shriveled hand, we must stretch out our shriveled heart toward Jesus so that Jesus may heal us and make us whole. Let us stretch out our hearts and lives with Jesus like new wineskins and experience his power of healing and salvation in our lives.
Praise Jesus who defended his disciples. Jesus raised them as spiritual leaders because they were like new wineskins who expanded together with him and his gospel. Jesus has power to change us into new creations. He has power to make our lives and ministry new everyday if we let him to do so. Let us repent our old wineskin attitude toward Jesus. May God bless us to be new wineskin Christians so that we may experience Jesus’ power and expand our hearts, lives and ministry together with him.
